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NORTH JERSEY. 1996. I’m working on
my application at the kitchen table. On a
typewriter. Pa knows a janitor at Princeton
who can be my “legacy”. Gram hopes I’ll find a
husband there.
I didn’t…
…I did.
Years later, do you think anything would be
different, if you’d gone to Rutgers? The silent
implication of the lost free-ride, screaming
across decades of low interest rates.
RUTGERS MULTIVERSE 2015. I’m probably still
doing the same thing (Lawyer/Mom) with the
same modicum of success (Moderate/Mostly).
I’m probably still trying to lose weight (Without
Success). Maybe I buy less orange?
Whatever chartreuse I’m wearing, I am not me.
Princeton made the world big for me. And once
the world is made big, you cannot be a big shot
in it. Only humble, bemused and grateful to
be in the company of the brilliance of others.
I got to ask Walter Cronkite a question in my
Humanities class. I watched my roommate
play ice hockey with a degree of precision that
I will never achieve in anything I ever do. Ever.
I wrote for the Prince. I met the then-president
of the United States. I climbed into TI through
the window of the men’s bathroom. I saw
things you can’t unsee.
PRINCETON MULTIVERSE 2019. I wear orange.
I think about success not in terms of dollars
but in terms of impact. I carry the privilege of
going to Princeton with me every day. I know
who I am (a Tiger) and that I am enough
(Always).
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status to bicker for a more elite eating club. In
2003-2007, women could be bold, and they
were welcome - but for me, it wasn’t possible
yet to be imperfect, to be vulnerable, or to be
too different.

