
Katie (Grim) Kutney ’04 
The Katzenjammers were fierce, in the 
best sense. Their mesmerizing sound 
and musicality stood out among all the 
groups I encountered when I first arrived 
on campus. Immersed in the hauntingly 
beautiful strains of “’Round Midnight” 
filling Rocky-Mathey Classroom at the 
Katzenjammer openhouse that fall, I knew 
the KJs were for me. 

Singing, touring, and sharing the Princeton experience with my extended 
Katzenjammer family was a true highlight of my life. Thinking back, 
I’m filled with gratitude and flooded with memories, the most recent 
and among the most poignant of which actually came 16 years after 
graduation.

It was Mother’s Day Weekend 2020, the pandemic full on. My mom 
texted with one wish: to hear a Katzen-serenade of “To Make You Feel 
My Love.” 

I emailed a close group of KJs. Within minutes, I got a response; within 
an hour, we had a group ready to record. Despite the years that had 
passed, this impromptu Katzen-cohort did not hesitate to press pause, 
warm up, and lay voice parts independently to be patched into a full-
length recording by Ryan Brandau ’03, our inimitable and beloved music 
director.

The result was heartwarming and to my mom, “swoon-worthy”. Hearing 
these familiar voices, as beautiful as ever, I was transported right back to 
that evening in Rocky-Mathey Classroom.

This connection, beyond music and words, is the essence of the 
Katzenjammers. I saw it as an undergrad when alumni came back to 
sing with us. I heard it in the fresh interpretation each successive music 
director brought to arrangements penned by earlier Katzenjammers. And 
I felt it in my soul.

To the Katzenjammers of today and tomorrow, “fine job.” 
 


